a current play. Their world and their issues were different” (p. 3). It was in 
these experiences that she began to appreciate the congregation as a subcul- 
ture where a gap often exists between the pulpit and the pew because the 
illustrations and sermon forms that seem so meaningful to the preacher 
mean little to the “folk art” of the local congregation. 

It is from these experiences that the author begins to construct a “local the- 
ology” for preaching. She draws upon the expertise of authors in the fields of 
congregational studies, cultural anthropology (especially Clifford Geertz and 
Robert Schreiter) to provide readers with a new appreciation of preaching as 
local theology and also practical guidelines for pastoral use. 

Tisdale’s writing is crisp and clear, but there are times when this reviewer 
would have preferred more of the author’s own voice to emerge rather than 
the voices of the experts she quotes. It reads at times with the grinding style 
of a doctoral dissertation, from which, I suspect the book emerged. What this 
reviewer did appreciate is the author’s inclusion of Catholic authors, some- 
thing not always found in contemporarv Protestant homiletic texts. While 
this book’s center of gravity is preaching, its insights and guidelines could 
also shape new approaches for liturgists, catechists, spiritual directors, and 
all those ministers concerned with making theology local. 


Washington Theological Union Robert P. Waznak S.S. 
Washington, D.C. 
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